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from lapse of time quite irrecoverable. Such, more especially,
were the Prophets and Psalms, which accordingly, when
Interpreted in a mystic,, allegorical sense, could be shown by
the ingenious interpreter to yield solutions to all the perplexing
problems of the time. Of these problems none were more
interesting than the nature of the Messiah, the time of
his coming, and the role he was to play; and on them all the
Rabbis were full of the most ingenious subtleties. With
Jesus, too, the Old Testament, especially in its prophetic
portions, was of unimpeachable authority, and especially on
the question of the nature and functions of the Messiah.
Accordingly, when it had been revealed to him that God was
a God of Love, and in general terms that he himself was the
Messiah, there was no way by which he could learn what
specially he ought to do at critical junctures of his life, but by
searching the Scriptures for passages that seemed to bear on
these situations. And hence the meaning of the constantly
repeated assertions of the Evangelists that Jesus did this or
that " in order that the Scriptures might be fulfilled?> is that
he did it in obedience to the will of God as laid down
beforehand for his guidance in the Scriptures.

But to return. If any further test were required to convince
Jesus that he was indeed the Messiah of God, it could only be
the degree to which he was supported in his action as the
Messiah of the poor and the wretched, by God Himself. And
here the result again was decisive. For if God would not
interfere to justify his claim to the Messiahship after the old
type, that is to say as a Conquering King of the line of David,
Jesus yet found himself supported in his true role of the teach-
ing and healing Messiah by the whole power of the Almighty.
If his Heavenly Father had failed to turn stones into bread
for him, to bear him up if he threw himself into space, or to
give him all the kingdoms of the world ; on the other hand, as
the Messiah of the poor, of the afflicted, of the oppressed, he
found himself backed by invincible power* Simple hearts